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from enthusiastic: she could hardly prevent his coining
when he was now a member of the Royal Yacht Squadron,
but she told him that she would not be able to house
him and his suite; he must live on his yacht, and he
could come and lunch or dine with her occasionally.
Unknown to him, she was even less encouraging, for she
privately instructed her secretary to ask the British
Ambassador at Berlin if he could not throw out a hint
to William * that these regular annual visits are not
desirable/ * This year (1892) there could be no political
discussions at all during the Emperor's visit, for, though
Lord Salisbury was at Osborne, the Conservative Govern-
ment had just been heavily defeated by the Liberals,
and his resignation was imminent. The Queen, sorely
against her inclination, was obliged to ask Mr. Gladstone
to form a Ministry, but she felt it was terribly dangerous
to entrust the Empire ' to the shaking hand of an old,
wild and incomprehensible man of 82^-.' 2 The only
consolation was that Lord Rosebery was induced reluc-
tantly to accept the post of Foreign Minister. That
might steady the shaking hand, for his foreign policy was
that of Lord Salisbury, and he fully appreciated the need
for caution in dealings with the Emperor. Both of them
were strongly in favour of being on the best of terms
with Germany, but neither of them desired to form any
closer tie. England still kept herself aloof from alliances
of all sorts: not since the Crimean War had she ranged
herself with any European Power.

The Queen's hopes that Sir Edward Malet might hint to
her grandson that she was prepared to forgo the pleasure of

1  Letters HI, ii. p. 107, note.

2   Guectalla, The Queen and Mr. Gladstone, ii. p. 70.